PEOPLE'STRIBUNE 


NOV-DEC 2008, VOLUME 35, NO. 11 DONATION $1 



Supporters cheer as they hear that Obama has been elected President at his election night party at Grant Park in Chicago. 
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NO LONGER FIT TO RULE 


The Economic Crisis Today: 

Who Wins? 

The financiers and bankers get 
“bailed-out.” Then they are hired by 
the government to manage their $700 
billion gift. All of this made possible 
with our tax dollars, while the Trea¬ 
sury Department partially nationalizes 
the nine largest banks in the United 
States. Meanwhile, major layoffs are 
spiking, sending hundreds of thou¬ 
sands more to the unemployment lines, 
combined with the nearly 7000 peo¬ 
ple a day who are losing their homes. 

While this economic crisis prom¬ 
ises to get more painful and worse 
for the overwhelming majority of us, 
the corporations have openly merged 
with the government to increase their 
looting of the public treasury to pro¬ 
tect their class - the capitalist class 
- in order to reconstruct this troubled 
society in their interests - not ours. 

We are living during one of the most 
volatile times in human history. A time 
filled with much danger, while at the 
same time it is filled with so much op¬ 
portunity. Our opportunity is to make the 
fundamental, historical changes neces¬ 
sary to remove the danger surrounding 
us. The source and cause of these dan¬ 
gerous times is a very small, but pow¬ 
erful ruling class and its criminal and 
murderous defense of its dying econom¬ 
ic system. They are no longer fit to rule! 

Change is Possible 

Not only during such tumultuous 
times is such change possible, but it is 
also necessary. The masses of people 
of this country and those of the world 
are the social and political force both 
large enough and strong enough, to 
move all of humanity through the dif¬ 
ficult and necessary transitional steps 
to the next historical stage of human 
development and progress. That stage 


of human development and progress is 
one that provides for all and by doing 
so eliminates the very basis for exploi¬ 
tation, war and fear - a new society, 
ruled in the interests of the masses. 

The foundation of this capitalist eco¬ 
nomic crisis is the modem and global, 


technologically advanced, labor-less, 
electronic production of goods and 
services made possible by the acceler¬ 
ated use of computers and robots in 
the production process. Computers 
and robots produce 24/7 and can not 
buy what they produce. Millions of 
workers are laid off and permanently 
replaced as a result. Without meaning¬ 
ful work, they no longer have adequate 
income to buy what is produced. This 
results in the destmction of the capital¬ 
ist market, where all products must be 
bought and sold at a profitable price. 

However, it is precisely this new and 
marvelous, technologically advanced, 
massive electronic productive capacity 


that produces such abundance, which 
makes it possible to end all human want 
for the first time in history. This historic 
possibility to create a new world based 
on the common good and public owner¬ 
ship, rather than individual greed and pri¬ 
vate property, requires a massive politi¬ 


cal movement with visionary leadership. 

Only then can humanity free itself 
to guarantee food, clothing, housing, 
health care, education and other neces¬ 
sities of human life and advancement 
to all. Then we will be tmly human 
in the best sense of the word. In this 
sense we, the overwhelming majority 
of society, can finally organize a truly 
civilized world in our own self interests. 
Such a majority, with such a mission 
and program is just what is fit to rule. 


The People’s Tribune is devoted to the 
proposition that an economic system that 
can’t or won’t feed, clothe and house its 
people ought to be and will be changed. 
To that end, this paper is a tribune of the 
people. It is the voice of millions struggling 
for survival. It strives to educate politically 
those millions on the basis of their own 
experience. It is a tribune to bring them to¬ 
gether, to create a vision of a better world, 
and a strategy to achieve it. 

We find ourselves at a historic moment as 
labor-replacing technology leads us on a 
path toward the decisive reconstruction of 
society. Who will win — the capitalists or 
the growing mass of poor — will depend 
on winning the hearts and minds of the 
people to create a society whose fruits 
benefit all. 

We offer our pages as a vehicle for the 
new ideas rooted in our reality, and to be 
the voice of those who seek to raise the 
consciousness of society. Let us gather 
our collective experience, intelligence and 
commitment to bring forth a vision that 
changes America into a society “by the 
people, of the people, for the people.” 
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Why Revolutionaries Need A Press 

From the Editors 

We are sometimes asked “Why do revolutionaries need a press?” The answer has to do with this moment in 
history. People are struggling just to get the basic necessities of life. Historical forces beyond anyone’s control 
have set the stage for a new society to be built, but from this point on, how things turn out depends on what 
people think. This means that those of us who are seeking fundamental change are engaged in a battle of ideas, 
a struggle to win the hearts and minds of the people. If we don’t raise the consciousness of the people and unite 
them around a vision of a better world and a strategy to achieve it, then we’ll fail in our effort to build a just and 
free society. To win the battle of ideas, we need a press. 
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COVER STORY 


THE ELECTIONS AND OUR TASKS 


The world watched as the drama un¬ 
folded across America. From New York 
to San Francisco, from Seattle to Atlanta 
— strangers, young and old, white peo¬ 
ple, people of color, men and women — 
embraced, cheered and cried. We won! 
Obama is elected! Within those cheers 
and tears was the hope that a new day, 
a re-birth of America was within their 
grasp. Unspoken, but within the celebra¬ 
tion was the sense that the defeat of Mc¬ 
Cain and Bush was necessary to the pres¬ 
ervation of the country. It was more than 
a partisan celebration. It was patriotic. 

The political experts (most of them 
we have never seen or heard before) were 
quick to appear on television in an effort 
to belittle what was historic and state that 
the economy defeated McCain. Politics 
is the faithful handmaiden of economics 
and no political change is possible with¬ 
out changes in the economy. However 
it is impermissible for revolutionaries to 
disregard the subjective factor — that 



The 

People’s 
Tribune 
Needs Your 
Donations! 


The People’s Tribune needs 
your help to go on being a voice 
of the people. We need to raise an 
additional $1000 each month to 
continue publishing in our current 
form. For 40 years, the People’s 
Tribune has brought our readers 
the stories of those who are strug¬ 
gling to move forward in a world 
where corporate power is threat¬ 
ening to crush them. Along with 
those stories, we try to offer some 
strategic perspective to help put 
the struggle in context and point 
the way toward victory. The Peo¬ 
ple’s Tribune gets no grants and 
has an all-volunteer staff. We rely 
completely on subscriptions and 
donations from our readers. We do 
this so that we can continue speak¬ 
ing the truth. 

Please donate whatever you 
can. See the subscription/donation 
form on the right. You can also do¬ 
nate using Pay Pal on our web site, 
www.peoplestribune.org. 
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is the ethical and cultural changes that 
have taken place in the county and that 
were expressed in the election. Among 
these is the declining significance of 
race, especially amongst the younger 
generation. Another is the revolutionary 
potential of the Internet. As in any pro¬ 
cess of social change, morality — what 
is right and wrong — becomes decisive. 

For example, the Civil War could not be 
won until the majority of the people of 
the North became convinced that slav¬ 
ery was wrong. The election cracks 
open the door to show that homeless¬ 
ness, exploitation and oppression are 
wrong and must be done away with. 

This is what revolution is all about. 

These changes in culture and ethics 
reflect the changing social and economic 
order. As the cheers give way to the daily 
struggle for survival and the hurrahs of 
the campaign give way to the difficulties 
of governing, we must understand the 
dynamics of social change if the vague 
promise of hope is to be concretized. 

Robotics — automated production 
— ushered in a 
new economic and 
social era. The pro¬ 
found shift from 
human labor began 
a great economic 
revolution that 
would inevitably 
bring about a so¬ 
cial reaction. The 
election of Barack 
Obama is the most 
dramatic event 
in this process. 

The official press 
knows but does not 
dare discuss the 
distinction between 
what is happening 
and how it is hap¬ 
pening. Therefore, 
the people are mis¬ 
led into thinking 
that how something 

happens is the same ^ . 

as what happened. Obama victory rally in Grant Park, Chicago, Illinois. 

For example what 
happened in World 


War II was the emergence of American 
financial imperialism from the position 
of junior partner to British imperialism 
to the independent status of Empire and 
sole super power in the world. How 
it happened was through the horrible 
deaths of 60 million people and the in¬ 
describable carnage of six years of total 
war. Sixty-eight years later we are still 
shown the scenes of war without a dis¬ 
tinction made between the causes and 
consequences of the war and the war 
itself. So today we must put the elec¬ 
tion in its context — a huge social re¬ 
action to a basically changing economy. 

As a spokesperson for the developing 
revolutionary movement, the People’s 
Tribune must go beyond the deserved 
euphoria and put this historic election 
in its context as a dramatic event in a 
deepening revolutionary process. This 
process is the destruction of the existing 
society as its economic foundation crum¬ 
bles and disintegrates. The ruling class 
loves to rant about revolutionaries de¬ 
stroying “our way of life.” What worker 


created the robot? What homeless per¬ 
son internationalized the market? What 
radical agitator started the senseless war 
that drained the country of $570 billion? 
The capitalists themselves have under¬ 
mined society and could not help but 
do so. The first stage of social change is 
uncoupling the goals of the people from 
those of the ruling class. That is hap¬ 
pening every day and the election was 
a gauge of how much the people sense 
and understand this process. We are 
moving toward social consciousness. 
That is class identity rather than iden¬ 
tity based on ethnic origin, color or sex. 

History teaches that a challenged 
and changing system becomes more 
violent and more aggressive. We must 
be on guard. The election has opened 
the door to a new level of struggle. We 
must rapidly move into the struggle on 
the basis of making hope and change a 
reality of our economic and social life. 
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SPIRIT OF THE REVOLUTION 


This column depends on articles, comments, and criticisms from 
readers. Feel free to contribute. Contact us: c/o Boxholder, RO. Box 
720821, San Jose, California 95172 or by e-mail at 
spirit@peoplestribune.org. 


ETTA HARPER: A WOMAN WHO CHANGED LIVES 
AND THE BENTON HARBOR COMMUNITY 


By Lenette Evans 

Etta Harper was a real soldier 
for Jesus Christ and for many years 
she brought change to a communi¬ 
ty that she had a deep love and pas¬ 
sion for. She was a friend, a mother, 
and a mentor to those who knew her. 

She had a deep love for Jesus 
Christ and loved to worship God 
for everything he was in her life 
and more. God was first in her life 
and gave her strength and wisdom. 

But she truly loved her children 
and family. They were her priority 
and if you knew Etta you would hear 
her talk about them often. She want¬ 
ed more than anything for her chil¬ 
dren and family to know Jesus like 
she did, and to be faithful to God, but 
to also follow their dreams and goals 
which were all very important to her. 

Etta also had a deep unconditional 
love and passion for her city and for 
the people no matter who they were. 

If you needed anything she would 


go the ex¬ 
tra mile to 
help you 
no matter 
what, even 
if it was in 
the mid¬ 
dle of the 
night. She 
was dedi¬ 
cated and 
faithful 
to every¬ 
one and 
most of 
all honest. 

People need to live by her godly 
example. She was powerful, strong 
and bold and a woman who always 
spoke the truth, even when people 
did not want to hear it. They knew 
she was honest and passionate about 
what she did and what she stood for. 

Etta was a paraprofessional teacher, a 
nurse, a model, and she had the ETTA B 
TALK RADIO SHOW at 103.5 FM. She 
was abusinesswoman and a commission¬ 


er for her city. She was inspired to have 
a learning center for after school hours. 

Through the years Etta brought more 
then 20 children into her home and 
cared for them, setting a good godly ex¬ 
ample for them to follow for their future. 

She enjoyed and loved life and 
would always make your day with her 
laugh and smile, because it was real, and 
her laughter was one of encouragement. 

Therefore we are ambassa¬ 
dors for Christ as though God were 
pleading through us we implore 
you on Christ’s behalf, be recon¬ 
ciled to God -2 Corinthians 5:20 
Let your light shine before men, that 
they may see your good works and glo¬ 
rify your father in heaven -Matthew 5:16 
Etta was the CEO of “STRONG 
WOMEN WORKING TOWARD 
POSITIVE CHANGE”. She wanted 
more than anything for people of ev¬ 
ery culture to rise up, get involved, 
and bring unity and change to every 
area of her city to help the people. 

There is nobody like Etta Harper. 
She was one of a kind and a go-getter. 



Etta Harper 
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She had a God-driven vision for the city 
and its people, in hope that others would 
follow and live out her legacy. She was 
the best woman and we have lost the 
most amazing, godly citizen in Ben¬ 
ton Harbor we ever could have known. 

Thank God that we were so blessed 
to have known her. She was such a re¬ 
markable woman. She loved ALL people 
unconditionally. Her God-driven vision 
and passion should live on in ALL of us, 
and inspire us to bring positive change to 
a city that needs a jolt of energy. We are 
called to live out Etta’s dream for the fu¬ 
ture, which should be our dream as well. 



Lenette Evans, 
Saving Souls 
Ministries 
Email: 

Saving- 
souls 1@ 
yahoo.com 
269-876-1848 
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Families, Children And Elders In Poverty 
Ask Congress For A $1 Billion Bailout 


By Poor News Network 

“Thousands of families, children, 
and elders in poverty are barely sub¬ 
sisting in this country, while thousands 
of others are struggling to stay housed 
after having their houses foreclosed on. 
If we were given even $ 1 billion of the 
$700 billion bailout being offered to 
corporations, we could bring hundreds 
of families permanently out of poverty,” 
said Lisa Gray-Garcia, author of Crimi¬ 
nal of Poverty, Growing Up homeless 
in America and co-founder of POOR 
Magazine and PoorNewsNetwork. 

Lisa and many other very low-income 



Tony Robles and Tiny at POOR Maga¬ 
zine’s Take Back the Land Ceremony/ 
Eviction Protest in San Francisco. 
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and poor families, youth, and elders pub¬ 
licly released this plea to Congress re¬ 


cently to reconsider the $700 billion bail¬ 
out and consider giving at least $ 1 billion 
to families, youth and elders in poverty. 

“Why is it that so many of us are strug¬ 
gling to survive on less than $5,000 a 
year and congress is considering bailing 
out these multi-million dollar corpora¬ 
tions?” asked Vivien Hain, unemployed 
mother of three struggling with poverty. 

“As poor people we have created 
solutions to poverty such as perma¬ 
nent housing based on a sweat equity 
model, all it would take to launch is 
$1 million!” said Michael Crutch¬ 
field , unemployed father of two. 

As Congress decides on this ex¬ 


tremely expensive bailout, poor people 
across the nation watch in disbelief. 
Shelters are closing, state budgets 
are being slashed, services for the 
poor are being closed and people’s 
homes are being lost to foreclosures. 

“When poor people ask for help, 
we are called bums, stupid, lazy and 
blamed for what got us into pover¬ 
ty. When these high profile panhan¬ 
dlers ask for money they are given 
$700 billion”, concluded Lisa Gray- 
Garcia in the statement to Congress 
PoorNewsNetwork 
Resisting Poverty Through 
Media, Education and Art 


SPEAKERS 

fora 

NEW AMERICA 



our speakers bring a 
message of hope 


SPEAKERS FOR A NEW AMERICA 


Our speakers bring a message of hope and the possibility of creating a new society whose wealth benefits all. 


Book Speakers today on these topics: 


• African American History 
•Women’s History Month 
•Latino Heritage Month 
and Cinco de Mayo 


• Homeless and Hunger 
Awareness Week 
•Culture, health care, peace, 
labor, and more. 


For more information contact us at: 

800-691-6888 

Email: 

info@speakersforanewamerica.com 
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The Highest Patriotism: 
Taking Back Our Country 


By John Slaughter 

There is no scene more tragic in all 
of America than that of a family’s be¬ 
longings piled in mounds in front of 
their foreclosed home. Kicked to the 
curb. Yet that image has come to char¬ 
acterize the very nature of the economic 
crisis we are now enduring. Millions are 
being dispossessed of their homes, but 
also their jobs, their health care, their 
kids’ education, their pensions. The 95 
percent of us that the politicians like to 
call the middle class are being forcefully 
transformed into a new class of dispos¬ 
sessed, robbed of our very livelihood. 

Why is this happening? It is rooted 
in the breaking down of the economic 
system which forms the foundation of 
our society. Those who rule this soci¬ 
ety would like to have us believe that 
the crisis has been brought on by the 
greed and excesses of a few specula¬ 
tors on Wall Street. The truth is that 
greed, as the law of the maximiza¬ 
tion of profits, is what drives the capi¬ 
talist system of production, and that 
has led to the irrevocable rupturing 
of the mode of production of society. 

To put it another way, we had a deal, 
and that deal was that workers would 
work for the capitalists for a wage, and 
in turn the capitalists would be allowed 
to exploit the labor of the workers and 
sell the commodities they produce for 


a profit. It never was a good deal, but 
what we might otherwise call the so¬ 
cial contract was that the wages of the 
workers would be enough to allow us 
to procure the things we need, includ¬ 
ing our health care and education, our 
security in our retirement years. But 
the drive to maximize profits led to 
the workers being forced to work lon¬ 
ger and harder for less and less pay. 

Finally, the capitalists introduced a 
new technology into production - elec¬ 
tronics, computers, robots - that perma¬ 
nently replaces workers, and that is what 
is at the root of the crisis. Laborless pro¬ 
duction means wageless workers, and 
workers without money cannot purchase 
the very goods they produce. It is the first 
act of dispossession, and it gives rise to 
all the rest. The social contract is ripped. 

Meanwhile, while we are being 
kicked to the curb, the corporations 
have moved to take over the govern¬ 
ment and to run it in their own inter¬ 
ests. Some are describing this as a 
kind of Wall Street socialism, the end 
of capitalism as we know it, even go¬ 
ing so far as to nationalize the banking 
and financial system. Others call this 
reorganization a “new capitalism” in 
which the government takes a direct 
role in the operations of the economic 
and financial system. Nobel laureate 
economist Joseph Stiglitz describes 
the new capitalism as “a public-private 
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Furniture from a foreclosed home in suburban Atlanta. 


partnership where the ‘private’ gets the 
profits and the ‘public’ gets the losses.” 

We the dispossessed are also being 
dispossessed of our government. Na¬ 
tionalization in the hands of the corpo¬ 
rations is devastating. But in our hands? 
A new social contract written by we 
dispossessed could take the form of the 
nationalization in our interests of health 
care, education, energy, all of the things 
we need to live a full human life. Such 
nationalization of vital services could 
be a step toward a whole new kind of 
society, a cooperative society where 
each of us contributes according to his 
or her ability, and receives from society 
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what we need. Now that would be a new 
America to which we all could subscribe. 

We, the people. We, the dispossessed. 
We are America, and there is no higher 
patriotism than the fight for a new Amer¬ 
ica that is based upon a program writ¬ 
ten in the interests of we dispossessed, 
and of a government that is of, by and 
for the people. We have to get beyond 
waiting for our bailout. The corporate/ 
government solution has proven that 
no one is going to give us anything. We 
have to be about re-possessing what has 
been taken from us. If we are to attain a 
new America organized in our interests, 
we have to make this country our own. 


Hmong Gardeners Fight Eviction 


By Mike Rhodes 

The City of Fresno is trying to evict 
a group of Hmong gardeners from plots 
they have tended for the last eight years. 
The city wants to replace the commu¬ 
nity garden with a police station. Mai 
Summer Vue, a spokesperson for the 
Hmong gardeners, said that “as a com¬ 
munity we feel abused by city officials, 
they took our voice away, violated our 
civil rights, and disrespected our elders.” 

Standing in the four-acre garden, 
with about a dozen Hmong gardeners 
with her, Vue asked “where is our due 
process and democracy when city of¬ 
ficials decided that they are going to 
demolish the Hmong garden and push 
our elders to a little dried up pond?” 
City officials had visited the garden on 
Friday, October 17 and announced that 
they were going to relocate the garden¬ 
ers to Melody Park, a couple of miles 
away. The city officials announced to 
the media that an agreement was made 
and the gardeners would move to the 
new location. Vue and the gardeners 
disputed that claim at a press conference 
3 days later. Speaking in Hmong, all of 
the gardeners present said that they did 


not want to move. The battle to save 
the garden then shifted to the Fresno 
City Council who heard testimony call¬ 
ing on them to reconsider their previous 
decision to force the Hmong to move. 

Jonathan Cranston, speaking before 
the City Coun¬ 
cil, asked 
them not to 
demolish 
the garden 
and said the 
Hmong gar¬ 
deners had 
not agreed to 
move, as had 
been previ¬ 
ously report¬ 
ed. Cranston 
asked “what 
about the 
300 friends 
and fam¬ 
ily members 
that this gar¬ 
den feeds? 

The Melody Park site is 1/8 the size of 
the current garden and won’t be ready 
for many months. How are these people 
going to eat? How is taking food away 


from 300 people in the best interest of 
the community?” Cranston also asked 
why an offer to locate the police station 
on land owned by a developer in Fanch- 
er Creek (about one mile away) for a $1 
a year lease was rejected. Instead, ac¬ 
cording to Cr¬ 
anston, the 
city will pay 
$700,000 for 
the Hmong 
Community 
Garden land. 

Summer 
Vue, speak¬ 
ing to the 
City Coun¬ 
cil, said “the 
gardeners 
and city of¬ 
ficials did 
not make 
an agree¬ 
ment on 
October 17. 
As you will 
hear them this morning, the garden¬ 
ers clearly stated that they did not and 
will not agree to move anywhere else, 
but to remain at the current location. 


They have also stated that they are not 
interested in the shade and the tennis 
courts at Melody Park. The extra acces¬ 
sories are not important to them. They 
stated that the garden is more than just 
a garden. To them, the garden is a way 
of life, a peace of mind, food for their 
family, exercise, therapy, stress relief, 
and it eases their mental health issues 
that was caused by the Vietnam war.” 

Vue continued “Many Hmong feel 
that the city officials took advantage of 
the gardeners. They robbed the rights of 
the gardeners and disrespected the entire 
Hmong community. They fail to con¬ 
duct politics with our community with 
proper process and procedures — there 
was no Town Hall meeting or dialog 
with the community and the gardeners.” 

Numerous Hmong gardeners and 
their supporters lobbied the City Coun¬ 
cil at the next two meetings to save the 
garden. A motion to relocate the police 
station failed in a 3 - 3 vote, with Blong 
Xiong the first Hmong City Council 
member in the country, voting against 
the gardeners. Supporters of the Hmong 
Community Garden are re-grouping 
and plan to continue the struggle. 



Mai Summer Vue, speaking on behlaf of the 
Hmong gardeners who do not want ot leave. 
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THE FILM “THE WATER FRONT” 
AND THE GREAT LAKES TOUR 


By Liz Miller 

September 25, 2008 marked the 
launch of a six-month film tour of “The 
Water Front” documentary to forty cities 
and universities around the Great Lakes 
with Michigan based Welfare Rights 
and Washington, D.C. based, Food and 
Water Watch. 

The Great Lakes region, home to 
34 million people and 90% of the U.S. 
fresh water supply, is vulnerable to cor¬ 
porations that aim to exploit water re¬ 
sources for profit rather than ensuring 
safe, clean and affordable water. The re¬ 
gion is an ideal location to launch a high 
profile outreach campaign using “The 
Water Front” as an organizing tool. The 
film demonstrates how deferring repairs 
of water infrastructure leads to enor¬ 
mous problems, which often drive city 
officials to consider different forms of 
privatization that will, counter to cor¬ 
porate claims, only make the problems 
worse. 

Our objective of the tour is to help 
educate and mobilize groups, including 
college students, about the issues of in¬ 
frastructure funding and environmental 
justice. To accompany the tour, we have 
developed new resources including a 
viewing guide, a take action guide, and 
materials to host a screening. To down¬ 
load visit http://www.waterfrontmovie. 
com/great-lakes-tour 

To reach youth audiences, we have 
also launched a “Remix Competition” 
in connection with The Great Lakes 
Water Front Film Tour. We are asking 
participants to remix “The Water Front” 
theme song, “Please Mr. Waterman” 
written by legendary bluesman, Joe L. 
Carter. His song, “Please Mr. Foreman” 
was the trademark of the 1960s Black 
labor movement. With the added verve 
of youth artists, “Mr. Waterman” can do 
the same for the water movement. Rap 



Water struggle in Highland Park 
Michigan. 
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artists like Mos Def and Public Enemy 
are taking a stand on water privatization 
and we hope that youth artists will fol¬ 
low the lead in turning up the volume on 
water and environmental justice. The 
competition runs through December 
16th and first prize is $400 cash. 

The tour has just started and we are 
still open to groups or communities 
wanting to join in. To see a map of the 
places we have been and are going visit 
our site at http://www.waterfrontmovie. 
com/ or http://www.foodandwater- 
watch.org/water/films/the-water-front 
or contact us at: jkeesecker@fwwatch. 
org or elizabeth.miller@sympatico.ca 

The struggle against privatization 
and for water rights is taking place on 
many fronts: 

According to a recent poll, nine of 
out ten Americans believe that clean 
and safe water is a national priority that 
deserves federal investment. Food and 
Water Watch is calling for a National 
Water Trust Fund. The Water Trust Fund 
being drafted in Congress would provide 
a consistent source of funding to states 


to support the replacement, repair, and 
rehabilitation of drinking water infra¬ 
structures. It is critical that a fund like 
this only be available to publicly-owned 
and operated water systems and not be¬ 
come an incentive to privatize. Similar¬ 
ly we don’t want consumers paying for 
the fund as resources should come from 
those parties that most burden the sys¬ 
tems. For more information visit http:// 
www.foodandwaterwatch.org/water/ 
trust-fund/ 

Welfare Rights initiated a Truth 
Commission to record the testimonies 
of individuals living in the Detroit area 
without the basic right to water. They 
then developed a report to be delivered 
to the United Nations. Neighboring stu¬ 
dents made a video of the process which 
can be seen at : http ://www.waterfront- 
movie.com/water-channel. For informa¬ 
tion visit http:// 
michiganwro. 
blogspot.com/ 

The Unitar¬ 
ian Universalist 
Service Commit¬ 
tee is supporting 
struggles around 
the world fight¬ 
ing constitutional 
battles over water 
as a human right. 

They are also 
supporting the 
work of groups in California and Boston 
fighting water battles and are hoping to 
bring organizers from Highland Park to 
share experiences with other cities. Visit 
http: / / www.uusc.org/content/environ- 
mentaljustice. 

Finally, tireless Canadian water ad¬ 
vocate Maude Barlow was recently ap¬ 
pointed senior water adviser to the Unit¬ 
ed Nations. She plans to lobby to have 
access to clean water recognized as a 
basic human right. 


“THE WATER FRONT” 

“The Water Front” is the 
story of an American city in 
crisis. It follows the heated 
struggle between residents, 
water workers, and corporate 
financial managers to spotlight 
the right to affordable water. 
Highland Park, Michigan—the 
birthplace of mass production 
and Henry Ford’s assembly 
line—is now a post-industrial 
city on the verge of financial 
collapse. The state’s Emer¬ 
gency Financial Manager has 
raised rates, shut off residents’ 
water for unpaid bills, and 
there are plans to privatize the 
water-treatment plant. “The 
Water Front” follows an emo¬ 
tional grassroots campaign, 
and foreshadows the challeng¬ 
es people around the world are 
beginning to face: How will 
we maintain our public water 
systems and who can we hold 
accountable? What are alterna¬ 
tives to water privatization? 

To purchase a copy of the 
film or to host a screening visit 
Bullfrog Films at http://www. 
bullfrogfilms .com/catalog/ wa- 
ter.html, email info@bullfrog- 
films.comorcall610-779-8226. 



Liz Miller 
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So Long, Studs Terkel 


From the Editors 


Studs Terkel, known as the heart 
of Chicago, as the voice of the Ameri¬ 
can people, died October 31, 2008. 
The Peoples Tribune adds its voice 
to the many thousands around the 
world in paying tribute to this re¬ 
markably talented, principled person. 

There is no need here to restate the 
literary achievements in this outstand¬ 
ing life. Newspapers and magazines 
around the world have done this. We 
want our readers to know and remember 
what it meant to live a principled life. 

Before WWII Studs was already us¬ 
ing his amazing talents on the side of the 


people. After 
the war, along 
with thousands 
like him, Studs 
was faced with 
the McCa¬ 
rthy blacklist. 

As happened 
with so many 
others, agents 
visited him 
in an effort 
to recruit him 
into the anti- 
c ommuni s t 
crusade. Studs recalled, “A man comes 
from New York. He says, “These peti¬ 


tions, your name is on all of them: anti¬ 
poll tax, anti-lynching, friendship with 
the Soviet Union.... don’t you know the 
communists were behind them?” And he 
said, “Look, you can get out of this pret¬ 
ty easy. All you got to do is say the com¬ 
munists duped you. You were dumb. You 
didn’t mean it.” I said, “But I did mean 
it!” To this day people say, “Oh, Studs, 
you were so heroic.” Heroic? I was scared 
shitless! But my ego was at stake. My 
vanity. “Whaddya mean, I’m dumb?” 

Studs understood that the people 
make America what it is — that they 
are the wellspring of its culture and 
sense of nationhood. Tape recorder 
in hand he set out to rescue and pre¬ 


serve this treasure. By recording thou¬ 
sands of interviews and storing them 
in a score of books, Studs created 
what is now known as “oral history.” 

Studs could not be ignored. By 
1952 he had his own radio program 
in Chicago. For 45 years on each 
week-day, Studs hammered away at 
bigotry and exploitation through re¬ 
cordings and interviews from Big 
Bill Broonzy to Leonard Bernstein. 

In saying farewell to a great peoples’ 
artist, we should never forget how each 
day he closed his program with some 
heartfelt advice to the exploited and 
downtrodden, “Take it easy, but take it!” 



Studs Terkel. 
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CHICAGO COALITION 
FOR THE HOMELESS 
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VOICES FROM THE “RUST BELT” 

The once heavily industrialized cities and towns in the midwest— now called the Rust Belt — are a harbinger of the future for 
all of America if people do not act. Here, the diverse struggles to gain power over the corporations and to fight as a class offer 
lessons for everyone. For this reason, the People’s Tribune devotes monthly pages to the crisis in the Rust Belt. 

Please send your story to People’s Tribune, PO Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654-3524. 

$25 Billion Loan To Auto Industry 

Wall Street / Corporate Bailout 
Shakes Faith In The System 


By Claire McClinton 

While we the people, especially here 
in Michigan, are confronted with los¬ 
ing our jobs, our homes, as well as our 
Healthcare, what does our government 
do? Bail out Wall Street at $700 Billion, 
including a $25 Billion in low interest 
loans to save the ailing auto industry 
— something the government was un¬ 
willing to do for millions of taxpayers 
who ve lost their homes to foreclosures. 

Now, an ever more desperate and 
cash-strapped GM wants to merge with 
Chrysler. These auto barons are in Wash¬ 
ington, D.C., as of this writing trying to 
get a $10 Billion dollar advance to help 
with the merger. (The fact that Chrysler 
is owned by a private equity firm is 
even more problematic for the public to 
stomach). This advance would amount 
to roughly $70,000 per worker at GM 
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People rally in the financial district against the proposed 
government buyout of financial firms on Sept. 25, 2008, in 
New York City. 
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and Chrysler. 
Layoffs and 
plant closings an¬ 
nounced this past 
year by GM and 
Chrysler have yet 
to be carried out. 
Yet, the proposed 
GM-Chry sler 
merger promises 
to eliminate from 
25,000 jobs to as 
many as 40,000 
more jobs accord¬ 
ing to analysts. 
Moreover, the 
Center for Auto¬ 
motive Research 
estimates that 
there are 7.5 jobs 
with parts makers 
and other com¬ 


panies tied to the autoworker. 

These events beg the question: 
Whose government is this anyway? 
From the Wall Street meltdown to the 
free fall of the GM’s, Chrysler’s and 
Ford’s, more and more we see a gov¬ 
ernment of the corporations, by the 
corporations and for the corporations. 
As we move beyond the elections, vari¬ 
ous groupings are gathering around the 
country with a sense of mission and ur¬ 
gency. These efforts include redoubling 
our efforts, be it for “Healthcare for 
all” —Nationalize Healthcare Now or 
“No Worker left Behind” in Bailouts— 
Nationalize the Auto Industry Now! 


Michigan Welfare Rights Organization 
Holds Utility Crisis Summit 


These pictures are from the Michigan Welfare Rights Annual Utility Crisis Summit held in Detroit, Michigan 
in October. The event brings together low income customers who need help paying rising energy costs 
and organizations in a position to make direct payments. This year the event was held over two days with 
approximately 1500 Michigan residents in attendance. The event was divided into two days. We thought 
we would be better able to share information with an anticipated smaller group — but we were wrong. So 
oppressed by rising utility bills are Michigan residents, that the throngs came out during the rain and cold 
seeking relief. The numbers rival participation rates held in years past. The Detroit Water Dept, confirms 
that during 2007, 45,000 households had water disconnected in this city alone, and that they were on 
target for continued aggressive shutoffs as a policy. The Detroit City Council has just passed a resolution 
against turning off heat where poor people live after a horrific fire several weeks ago that took the lives 
of three children and the auntie, who was 51 years old. They were found huddled in a corner, burned to 
death. They owed approximately $3,000 in back utility bills. The community raised $4,000 to pay the un¬ 
dertaker fees. — Maureen Taylor, State Chair, Michigan Welfare Rights Organization. 
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The True Scope Of The Crisis, 
The Causes, And The Solution 


By Austin Murphy 

The bailout of corporate America 
that began with the Federal Reserve 
pumping money into the financial sector 
in the summer of2007 has been continu¬ 
ing, with trillions of dollars utilized to 
subsidize the irresponsible and incom¬ 
petent bankers already. The recent pub¬ 
licized $700 billion “rescue” isn’t even 
the most recent drop in the huge bucket. 
Just this week, the U.S. government has 
now expanded the scope of its bailout to 
all large corporations that received $900 
billion in loans with no questions asked. 

How much longer will taxpayers 
agree to subsidize their incompetent 
employers? If corporate America has 
failed and is now bankrupt, isn’t it only 
fair to have the bailed-out companies 
taken over by the rescuing govern¬ 
ment and then run for the benefit of the 
employees and the people in general? 

As proposed by Green Party candi¬ 


date Cynthia McKinney, the mortgage 
problem and the resulting real estate 
crash could easily and legally be solved 
with a temporary moratorium on fore¬ 
closures. The moratorium would put an 
end to the excess supply of real estate 
on the market and thereby reduce future 
defaults. Even with a moratorium, un¬ 
necessary mortgage defaults could be 
avoided by allowing lenders to receive a 
portion of the future appreciation of the 
homes if full payments weren’t made. 

However, the real estate problem is 
just the tip of the iceberg. There’s $62 
trillion in gambling contracts that make 
bets on corporate bankruptcies but are 
called credit default swaps to avoid 
government regulation. The rocket sci¬ 
entists who designed and traded these 
instruments have no idea what they 
have created, and their statistical mod¬ 
els used to price and manage the risk of 
the bets are absurd at best. These math¬ 
ematical wizards with no understanding 



Judith of the Moratorium Now Coali¬ 
tion to Stop Foreclosures and Evic¬ 
tions outside of Bank of America in 
downtown Detroit on July 22, 2008. 
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of the real world are natural products 
of the most elite U.S. business schools. 

The cause of the failure of corporate 
America can be attributed to poor edu¬ 
cation. Most of the leaders of the finan¬ 
cial institutions and many of the other 
large corporations are graduates of elite 
business schools where they are taught 
to exploit other humans, who are re¬ 
duced to mere statistics or machines in 
the system. These business leaders have 
no grasp of reality, and their computer 
programs that are based on advanced 
mathematics and statistics are grounded 
in unrealistic assumptions which create 
a disastrous foundation for their poli¬ 
cies. Monkeys could run business bet¬ 
ter. The great rocket scientists of Wall 
Street need to be re-educated in the su¬ 
perior power of the human brain and hu¬ 
man nature, if for no other reason than 
to enable them to re-find their humanity. 


Iraq Veterans Arrested While Trying 
To Present Questions To Obama And McCain 


By Wendy Barranco 
President, IVAW-Los Angeles 

One hour before the final presiden¬ 
tial debate of the 2008 campaign, 14 
members of Iraq Veterans Against the 
War (IVAW) marched in formation to 
Hofstra University to present questions 
for the candidates. IVAW had request¬ 
ed permission from debate moderator 
Bob Schieffer to ask their questions 
during the debate but got no response. 

The contingent of veterans in dress 
uniforms and combat uniforms at¬ 
tempted to enter the building where 
the debate was to be held in order to 
ask their questions, but were turned 
back by police. The IVAW members 
at the front of the formation were im¬ 


mediately arrested, and others were 
pushed back into the crowd by police 
on horseback. Several members were 
injured, including former Army Ser¬ 
geant Nick Morgan, who suffered a bro¬ 
ken cheekbone when he was trampled 
by police horses before being arrested. 

“Neither of the candidates have 
shown real support for soldiers and vet¬ 
erans. We came here to try and get seri¬ 
ous questions answered, questions that 
we as veterans of the Iraq war, have a 
right to ask, but instead we were arrest¬ 
ed. We will continue to ask these ques¬ 
tions no matter who is elected. We be¬ 
lieve that the time has come to end this 
war and bring our troops home, and we 
will be pushing for that no matter what 
happens in this election.” said Jason Le- 


mieux , a former Sergeant 
in the US Marine Corps 
and member of IVAW who 
served three tours in Iraq. 

A total of 10 veterans 
were arrested during the 
action, including Matthis 
Chiroux, Kristopher Gold¬ 
smith, Adam Kokesh, Mike 
Spinato, Geoff Millard, 
Marlisa Grogan, Nathan 
Peld, Nick Morgan, James 
Gilligan and Jose Vasquez. 



Unidentified Protester. 
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NEW DVD ABOUT THE BOOK 


New DVD of interviews with Nelson 
Peery, author Black Radical: The Mak¬ 
ing of an American Revolutionary. 

The segments include: 

* Introduction to Black Radical 

* The Cleveland Period 

* The New York Period 

* The Lynching of John Jones 


Please send $10 for the DVD to: 
Speakers for a New America 
PO Box 3524 
Chicago, II 60654-3524 
For information email: 
info@speakersforanewamerica.com 
or call 800-691-6888 
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The Economic Crisis 

Through The Lens Of Health Care 


By Rita Valenti 

Capitalism is cascading down 
hill like an avalanche challeng¬ 
ing all notions of the permanency 
of the ‘American way of life’. It im¬ 
pacts every aspect of life, including 
our deteriorating health care system. 

Health care under capitalism had a 
dual role. It had to maintain an adequate 
level of health so workers could be pro¬ 
ductive on the job. It also functioned to 
provide basic health services so the work¬ 
ing class could make and consume com¬ 
modities. The application of advanced 
technologies like robotics and comput¬ 
ers to the workplace has thrown millions 
out of work. In the last 10 months alone, 
over 800,000 workers lost their jobs. No 
jobs leads to no money for the banks, no 
credit to buy goods that are increasingly 
produced without human labor. Ulti¬ 
mately, the capitalist reason for having 
an affordable health care system ends. 

The new role for health care under 
capitalism that is dominated by specu¬ 
lation (money betting on money that 
has no relationship to value) is to pro¬ 
vide more money for speculation and 
to funnel money into the hands of the 
insurance companies increasingly in¬ 
distinguishable from the banks — not 
to provide health care. There are 47 
million plus without health insurance. 
Those with employment-based insur¬ 
ance are paying more for health insur¬ 
ance and getting less. It’s about circulat¬ 
ing capital - not providing health care. 

Dumping Health Care for Retirees 

Capital’s current mania is to drop 
health care coverage for retirees. Work¬ 


ers at General Motors face a decline in 
their once ‘creme de la creme’ health 
care coverage. With the apparent view 
of getting out of health care altogether, 
GM negotiated a Healthcare Trust Fund 
(VEBA) to be run by the UAW. The $36 
million fund relieves GM of all future 
retiree health care obligations. GM retir¬ 
ees are paying a deductible for the first 
time since the hard fought plan was one 
won by the autoworkers in 1950. New 
hires at GM will no longer receive re¬ 
tirement health care and next year, sala¬ 
ried workers will be dumped from the 
plan when they reach 65 years of age. 

But the mania goes further. One of 
the first actions taken by the new private 
Grady Corporation of Grady Memorial 
Hospital in Atlanta which used to be a 
traditional ‘safety net’ hospital, was to 
end retiree health care benefits for any¬ 
one less than 50 years of age and with 
less than 10 years on the job, turning the 
health care workers who served the unin¬ 
sured into uninsured patients themselves. 

Health Care Working for Capital (not 
for us) 

For those of us still working, the 
proposal of the day is Health Savings 
Accounts (HSAs). These accounts are 
employees’ money toward their health 
care costs that are invested in the stock 
market. HSAs are accompanied by High 
Deductible Health Insurance plans, with 
upward limits of $5600 for an individu¬ 
al and $11,200 for a family. These high 
deductibles are incentives to keep your 
money invested and not to seek primary 
and/or other necessary health care. They 
play roulette with your family’s health 
care but satisfy speculative insurers’ 
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need for capital. 

The finan¬ 
cial ‘bailout’ 
did more than 
send our money 
to Wall Street. It 
made clear that 
the new role 
of government 
is to support 
capitalism at all 
costs while our 
needs go to hell 
in a hand bas¬ 
ket. If there is 
money to bail 
out the banks, 
if it’s OK to 
nationalize the 
banks in their 
interest, why 
not health care 
in our interest? 

We are headed 
into very tur¬ 
bulent times. 

Politically we 
need to be pre¬ 
pared to en¬ 
force our need 
for universal, 
comprehensive 
quality health 
care for all just 
as decisively as 
they have taken 
OUR money 
to support 
THEIR system. 

Claire McClinton, Sheilah Gar- 
land-Olaniran, Ethel Long-Scott, and 
Joyce Mills contributed to this article. 
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Healthcare Rally in San Francisco in July, 2008. 


PHOTO /BILL CARPENTER 


THIS IS YOUR PAPER — 

YOUR HELP IS URGENTLY NEEDED! 


From The Editors 


It’s becoming more clear that fun¬ 
damental political and economic 
change has to take place to resolve the 
growing economic crisis, and a real 
mass movement for change is begin¬ 
ning. But history has shown that un¬ 
less people understand who they’re re¬ 
ally fighting and what they’re fighting 
for, the struggle can’t be successful. 

For 40 years, the People’s Tribune 
has told the truth about how the rule 
of the corporations in America is de¬ 
stroying the country. The People’s 


Tribune has striven to be the voice of 
the movement to end poverty and op¬ 
pression, and to offer a perspective on 
who and what the real enemy is and a 
vision of the society we could have if 
the people ran it. We need the help of 
our readers to continue being that voice. 

The People’s Tribune is facing a 
serious shortfall in its funding which 
threatens to hamper our ability to be 
a voice of the people. In the next few 
months, the paper needs to begin rais¬ 
ing an additional $1,000 per month on 
an ongoing basis to continue publishing 
in its current form and to pursue plans 


to expand to reach a broader audience. 
This shortfall is happening at a time 
when the People’s Tribune has never 
been more necessary to the struggle. 

More and more fighters in various 
sections of the movement are taking the 
paper up as their own, writing for it and 
circulating it. They are using it to win 
the battle of ideas. If we can unite the 
people around a vision of a better world 
and a strategy to achieve it, we can 
make history. But the paper cannot con¬ 
tinue and move forward without money. 

The paper gets no grants and has 
an all-volunteer staff. It is completely 


reader-supported. We are asking our 
readers to donate whatever they can, 
solicit donations from people to whom 
they give the paper, and hold house 
meetings, public forums and other pub¬ 
lic events as fundraisers for the People’s 
Tribune. Members of the editorial board 
are available to speak at public meet¬ 
ings. E-mail us at info@peoplestri- 
bune.org or call 800-691-6888. Send 
donations to People’s Tribune, PO 
Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654-3524. 
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HOMELESS COMMUNITY 
COMES TOGETHER IN FRESNO 


By Cathleen Williams 

In the Central Valley in September 
the air can be golden and still. It is a time 
when the people who belong to this land 
can, for a moment, exist without being 
crushed by exposure to the summer heat 
or the wet, penetrating cold of winter. 

In September, a group of homeless 
people and homeless activists from 
different cities - Fresno, San Jose, 
Merced, Sacramento, San Francisco 
— met in Fresno, California, to dis¬ 
cuss the future of organizing against 
homelessness. The Fresno homeless 
community fought back against the 
destruction of the property of home¬ 
less people and recently won a multi¬ 
million dollar judgment against the city. 

Before meeting, we toured the deso¬ 
late areas in Fresno where homeless 
people live - the community of lean-tos 
and rickety shelters built by homeless 
people on abandoned acres next to the 
rail road tracks, a toxic dump site where 
oil and industrial chemicals are visibly 
present as black sludge just a few feet 
underneath the ground; we walked past 
scores of tents crowded under a freeway 
overpass, sheltering from the brutal sun 
of summer and the rains yet to come in 
the winter; we walked past an asphalt lot 
where twenty two tool sheds - without 
electricity or water - are available for a 
few selected homeless people to share at 
night. The gates here are locked during 
the day - everyone must leave at 7:30 
and may not return until late in the day. 

It has come to this in the world’s 
richest land where the former execu¬ 
tive of an investment bank who earned 


hundreds of millions - Henry Paulson, 
now Secretary of the Treasury - has 
the arrogance to come to Congress to 
commandeer $750 billion to save rich 
investors and their banks. Never more 
clearly have we seen how the govern¬ 
ment serves only the wealthy elite, the 
people who own the banks and stocks. 
Paulson tells us the fall of the stock 
market is an “emergency.” Destitution 
and homelessness across the land is not. 

As activists and homeless people 
we came to Fresno to talk what to do 
about homelessness, and how to orga¬ 
nize against it, recognizing that home¬ 
less people cannot be isolated from 
others who are being excluded from 
the benefits of our economy. Home¬ 
less people have the same interests as 
other poor and low income people who 
have not yet faced ultimate displace¬ 
ment onto the streets. All are struggling 
against the dire issues of poverty and 
its hardship - desperate lack of access 
to health care, hostile denial of basic 
needs like a good job and affordable 
stable housing and quality education. 

Never before have homeless people 
and activists come together from these 
communities to discuss and plan orga¬ 
nizing and action, and in this sense the 
meeting was an historic step to define a 
common direction. Yet it was frustrat¬ 
ing, too, facing the great need, the ur¬ 
gency, the national scope of the issues. 

While no one had easy answers 
or immediate solutions, the con¬ 
sensus of the meeting was clear: 

1. We must focus on Washington 
and demand federal funding for afford- 



Jeannell Pitts was homeless and living in the downtown area when this photo 
was taken. Jeannell is now off the street, benefitting from the settlement won 
by the homeless against the City of Fresno. 
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able housing, funding that has been re¬ 
duced by some $53 billion in the last 
decades, at the same time we organize 
lawyers and other allies locally to repre¬ 
sent homeless people who face criminal 
charges because they must live outside. 

2. We must draw strength from 
each other and educate ourselves. We 
must reject the idea that over one mil¬ 
lion people in this country are homeless 
because as individuals they have failed, 
and focus on the systemic cause of 
homelessness, which is poverty and lack 
of power. Knowing this, and working to¬ 


gether, we must begin to build a move¬ 
ment to reclaim our rights, using the 
People’s Tribune and other community 
newspapers and publications in our work. 

3. We must plan now for demon¬ 
strations and take-overs of vacant prop¬ 
erty to publicize the dire conditions that 
face homeless people in our communities. 


Community Demands Investigation 
Of LA Police Shooting 


In the photo at right, LAPD’s Safer Cities Initiative in action. Los Angeles police hold rifles 
on a man they just shot, as he lies handcuffed and bleeding. On October 28 in Skid Row, 
police shot a community resident in cold blood. Witnesses say that the man was riding his 
bike and complied with police orders to get off the bike. Almost immediately and without 
warning, they shot him from 15 to 20 feet away while he was raising his hands. As the LAPD 
Safer Cities Initiative continues to profile, harass, ticket, and arrest poor and homeless resi¬ 
dents of Skid Row and police the community with occupation-style numbers of officers, it 
is not surprising that police violence is escalating. The LA Community Action Network is 
investigating this incident fully and demanding a full LAPD investigation as well. LA CAN 
declares: “We will not stand by and allow police officers to take open fire on our com¬ 
munity. We have stood up against police violence for years and will not stop now. Even in 
the face of attempted suppression at any cost, we are not scared. These are our streets.” 

PHOTO /LOS ANGELES COMMUNITY ACTION NETWORK (LACAN) 
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Rally Protests 

LA Police Occupation Of Skid Row 



Police film protesters in Los Angeles. 
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By the Los Angeles 
Community Action Network 

Marchers from San Julian Park in 
the heart of skid row were greeted with 
thunderous cheers as they joined resi¬ 
dents and friends from organizations 
throughout Los Angeles gathered in 
an empty lot across from the LA Com¬ 
munity Action Network storefront. The 
rally and protest against the LAPD’s oc¬ 
cupation of our community had begun. 

The large crowd assembled on Sep¬ 
tember 25 mirrored a multi-ethnic, 
multi-cultural, and multi-generational 
Los Angeles. This kaleidoscope put to 
rest all of the age-old stereotypes used 
to keep us divided. 

LA CAN member, Pam Walls 
opened with an unforgettable rendition 
of “We Shall Overcome,” while every¬ 
one locked hands held high in unity. 

LA CAN member A1 Sabo spoke el¬ 
oquently about his experience as a resi¬ 
dent of downtown LA and the injustices 
he has suffered and witnessed. 

LA CAN member Pete White’s 
speech ignited the crowd. He said: “I 
look out at you and see a historic beau¬ 
ty. As our country is reeling from eco¬ 
nomic instability and uncertainty, you 
unselfishly are here. As the government 
ponders using our resources to bail out 
those that have sucked our communities 
dry, further bankrupting our communi¬ 
ties into the foreseeable future, you are 
here. 

“We have always been here staring 
adversity straight in the eye, rising to the 
moment, and ultimately passing the test. 
From the Warsaw Ghettos to the streets 


of Skid Row we are still here; from the 
migrant farm worker movement to the 
South Central Farmers, we are still here! 
From the ravages of slavery and aboli¬ 
tion to the continued struggle for our 
Human Rights we are still here! From 
Operacion Mojado to the ICE raids of 
today we are still here! From internment 
camps to Lil Tokyo we are still here, 
still fighting, righting the wrongs and 
demanding a brighter day. 

“We have gathered today to bring an 
end to the Safer Cities Initiative that was 
launched in 2006, against our commu¬ 


nity resulting in: 

• 18,000 arrests in a community of 
approximately 13,000. 

• 24,000 citations, more than 50 
times greater than anywhere else in the 
city. Tickets given to blind and disabled 
residents while they are in handcuffs, 
and to people whose cigarette ashes fall 
to the ground. 

• $6 million, the minimum cost to 
patrol 50 squares blocks of Skid Row. 


• $5.7 million, the total homeless 

service budget for the entire city of Los 
Angeles—all 469 square miles. 

“This Mayor has stolen a page right 
from the Bush Doctrine when it comes 
to his War Against the Poor. Masquerad¬ 
ing as a progressive, he is single-hand¬ 
edly responsible for the destruction of 
thousands of lives. He has stood stead¬ 
fast behind an LAPD surge that parallels 
the occupation in Iraq. He has allowed 
the arrest of human rights defenders/or¬ 
ganizers simply for attempting to docu¬ 
ment his heinous occupation—in full 
contradiction of who he says he is and 
in violation of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights. But just as the Iraq 
occupation has failed, so too will Vil- 
laraigosa’s domestic occupation. 

“Remember, what’s popular is not 
always right, and what’s right is not al¬ 
ways popular! 

Mr. Mayor your reign of nothingness 
is just about over!” 

Responding to the call of this rousing 
speech, we set off for City Hall march¬ 
ing and chanting with defiance and de¬ 
termination. We took and held the inter¬ 
section in front of LA City Hall sending 
an electric shock reverberating through 
our downtown neighborhood. 

Those in power want us to stay di¬ 
vided and silent. We proved them wrong 
once again. We showed them a small 
sample of what the people are prepared 
to do for human and civil rights, and 
we let them know that we will not go 
silently. 


Hold Politicians Accountable 

After The Elections, Say LA CAN Members 


By the Los Angeles 
Community Action Network 

LA Community Action Network 
members Deborah Burton and Steve 
Diaz were guests recently on the KPFK 
radio program, “Beautiful Struggle”, dis¬ 
cussing poverty and the election. These 
are brief excerpts from their comments. 

Debbie Burton: 

Poverty is not just an L.A. thing, 
it’s a United States thing and our Presi¬ 
dents have ignored us for so long. Now 
we are building unity and power within 
communities across the country, now 
is the time to hold people accountable 
who say they are going to do something 
to help the poor. If you say it, do it. 

Steve Diaz: 

It’s upon us as people of color to 


challenge a progressive Black man like 
Obama to make him understand that 
poverty is an issue affecting America. 
Our so-called progressive mayor is 
an example. He’s against the crimi¬ 
nalization of Brown communities, but 
supports the criminalization of Black 
communities. Which is clearly unac¬ 
ceptable. No brother or sister should 
ever be in jail because of public policy. 

We need to end the war; we need to 
get out of Iraq. The millions and tril¬ 
lions of dollars spent on the military ev¬ 
ery year are monies being taken away 
from our communities. In the 70s we 
had the CETA program. It gave jobs and 
job training. Crime was down. We had 
opportunities, but now they are using 
that money to build jail cells and to cre¬ 
ate policies to put us in those jail cells. 

I object when I hear people say that 
we have to give someone a chance be¬ 


cause they 
are progres¬ 
sive. No one 
has given our 
community 
a chance; no 
one gives 
us a chance 
when we are 
handcuffed 
and held up 
against the 
wall with four 
police officers 
going through 
our stuff and 
in our face 
with nine-mil¬ 
limeter hand¬ 
guns ‘cause 
they want to 
giveusaticket. 



f ditlrk I' 

WHAT DOW EDO J 
.FIGHT BACK! 


Los Angeles anti-poverty protest. 
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VOICES FROM BENTON HARBOR, Ml 


REV. PINKNEY GETS 3,496 VOTES! 

Rev. Pinkney received 3,496 votes in the election 
for U.S. Representative in Michigan’s 6th Congres¬ 
sional District! Given that he is in prison and unable 
to campaign, this is a tremendous victory. We have to 
remember why Rev. Pinkney is so significant to our 
struggle. Rev. Pinkney has been employing every 
means he can for the benefit of the working class, esp- 
cially those that have nothing. He is constantly putting 
his life on the line for the poor. Rev. Pinkney hasn’t 
committed any crime. The only crime that he could 
be charged with is the love of the working class. If 
you’re going to imprison him for that, then you bet¬ 
ter imprison all of us! While we are all excited and 
rejoice in the fact that Obama has won the Presi¬ 
dency, we hope that President-Elect Obama, and oth¬ 
ers, can understand that Rev. Pinkney needs to be set 
free. We also have to watch out for folks who are sur¬ 
rounding Obama such as the governor of Michigan 
who is playing a big role in keeping a noose around 
Rev. Pinkney’s neck, and we can’t forget that Whirl¬ 
pool is still dominant. — Marian Kramer 

PRISON SHAKEDOWN 

On November 1, Correctional Officer R. Axley 
threw my clean clothes all over the floor with my dirty 
clothes. He took everything out of my locker including 
food and threw it on the floor. Correctional Officer R. 
Axley started to read my legal notes and legal briefs 
right in front of me. My position and my lawyer’s po¬ 
sition is that the reading of my legal notes and legal 


briefs was arguably in violation of the First, Fourth, 
Fifth, and Sixth Amendments. Under the First and 
Fourth Amendments you have a right to look through 
my papers for contraband but not to read them for con¬ 
tent. I watched Correctional Officer R. Axley for over 
30 minutes read all my legal notes and legal briefs. His 
belief that they contained improper content resulted in 
a violation of the Fourth as well as the First Amend¬ 
ment. I made notes before, during, and after my hear¬ 
ing before Judge Wiley specifically at the request and 
direction of my counsel. Those communications are 
privileged and reading them invades the Sixth Amend¬ 
ment’s attorney-client privilege and right to counsel. 
The Department of Correction’s action was racially 
motivated. Correctional Officer R. Axley’s action was 
designed to intimidate, harass me and to put fear in 
my heart. The humiliating, degrading, mistreatment, 
oppression, and discrimination by the Michigan De¬ 
partment of Corrections led by Governor Jennifer Gra- 
nholm, Director Patricia Caruso, and Ojibway Correc¬ 
tional Facility Warden Michael Curley must stop. The 
public must get involved. My life is at stake. If the 
public does not start calling, Correctional Officer R. 
Axley may start planting drugs and knives in my con¬ 
trol area with the Department of Corrections blessing. 
You must call to save me! — Rev . Edward Pinkney 

CALL Patricia Caruso, Michigan Depart¬ 
ment of Corrections, 206 E. Michigan Ave., 
Grandview Plaza. PO Box 30003 Lansing, Ml 
48909 517-335-1426. WRITE REV. PINKNEY 
at: Rev. Edward Pinkney #294671-G46, 
Ojibway Correctional Facility, N5705 Ojib- 


block grants 
to help seniors 
and younger 
kids that want 
to come back 
to the city and 
can’t find af¬ 
fordable hous¬ 
ing. In certain 
sections of the 
city, houses 
are $100,000. 

People are 
tired of the 
same old thing happening in city government that 
happens around the country. Local officals would 
rather argue in commission meetings than get things 
done. They want to reduce meeting times to twice a 
month from once a week; they don’t want citizens 
to come and voice their opinions The next step is to 
clean house, get a whole new city team that looks out 
for people instead of themselves. People are look¬ 
ing for something different. Change is in the air. 

— Carl Brown 

VOTING AND THE RECALL ELECTIONS 

We broke the record with the voter turnout. A lot of 
people decided that they were going to vote for the 
first time. They wanted to embrace this moment of 
change not just for the president, but for their commu¬ 
nity. People want their city government to step up and 
support the people here and make things better for us. 
They want change. I talked on the radio today about 
our losing the recall election of Commissioner Rahim 
Abdullah. We recalled him for voting yes on the Har¬ 
bor Shores development after promising his ward that, 
if elected, he would not vote yes. The point was that 
the people that were supposed to represent us did not. 
Now, after the election of Obama for President, we have 
a new outlook. We are not going to tolerate people who 
say they represent us and we know otherwise. We will 
go after them and fight to get them out of those seats if 
they are not doing what they promise us. Now we real¬ 
ize our power and will exercise our right to vote. We’re 
not going to give up. First we are going to challenge 
him to resign. We are fighters. We’re still fighting. 

— Belinda Brown 


CORPORATE POWER AND THE ELECTIONS 

Once again corporate power ruled in the 6th District of 
Berrien County. Fred Upton, Mr. Whirlpool, is reelect¬ 
ed to serve another two-year term. He 
is a man out of touch with reality as he 
has been in support of Bush and Cheney. 
Rev. Pinkney and I express our sincere 
gratitude for your vote. Your votes for 
justice, human rights and freedom of 
speech were heard. The campaign for 
the U.S. house seat was very success¬ 
ful considering my husband wasn’t 
able to campaign or debate Fred Up¬ 
ton. The struggle continues for justice 
and human rights. Where there is unity 
there is victory. We must continue to 
fight for all. — Dorothy Pinkney 


THE PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 
NEEDS YOUR DONATIONS! 
SEND TO: PT, PO BOX 
3524, CHICAGO, IL 60654 
CALL 800-691-6888 TO OR¬ 
DER BUNDLES OF PAPERS. 


FREE PINKNEY!! 

How You Can Help: 

1) Get big name people to 
support Rev, Pinkney, 

2) Connect Benton Harbor with 
other redevelopment and envi¬ 
ronmental struggles. 

3) Send donations for the 
appeal to Pinkney Defense, 
1940 Union St., Benton Harbor, 
Ml 49022. Call 269-925-0001 

4) Send letters or postcards supporting Rev. 
Pinkney’s application to the Parole Board to 
Michigan Dept, of Corrections, Office of the Pa¬ 
role Board, Pardons and Commutations Coordi¬ 
nator, Post Office Box 30003, Lansing, Ml 48909 

5) Visit BANCO’s website at 
bhbanco.blogspot.com/ 



way Rd., Marenisco, Ml 49947-9771. 

BENTON HARBOR STRUGGLE 

The struggle continues in Benton Harbor. There 
is still the ongoing fight in local and city gov¬ 
ernment because of what they want to do. The 
force behind it is the Whirlpool Corporation, 
the Cornerstone Alliance and Fred Upton, the 
Congressman in this area. After the uprising, 
Gov. Granholm brought in “fact finding” orga¬ 
nizations. The churches didn’t get involved un¬ 
til government started throwing money at them. 
One of the pastors, Rev. Adeberry, is now on the 
Parole Board for the state, and I hear he is mak¬ 
ing $85,000. So it was just a political ploy to get 
people calmed down. They bought off a lot of 
people. When you start saying things about it, 
you’re the trouble maker. But people that live in 
the city are not benefiting when their houses are 
still dilapidated and the city doesn’t apply for 


People’s Tribune 
PO. Box 3524 

Chicago, Illinois 60654-3524 
Return service requested 


PRESORTED 
STANDARD 
U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

CHICAGO, IL 
PERMIT NO. 874 






















